February 8, 1989 LR 26

PRESI DENT: Thank you. Senator Norrissey, please.

SENATOR NORRISSEY: Yes, Nr. President and menbers, LR 26 is
necessary for the Neriwether Lewis Foundation to buy the dredge,
the Neriwether Lewis, fromthe State Hi storical Society . The
Legislature nmust okay this sale. | would like to give you a
brief history of the Neriwether Lewis. The Neriwether Lewis was
built in 1932, one of four boats that were built to dredge and
channelize the M ssouri River between St. Joe and South %akot a.
This work made avail abl e hundreds, thousands of acres gf prime
M ssouri River bottom ground for farnming. This also is the
ol dest part of the state, Brownville, and the river hi story
there is very rich. The dredge is actually aworkboat that went

up and down the river. 1tdidn't haul passengers. |tis a
wood-fired steamdriven paddl eboat. It is no | onger in
operation. It is now indry dock for nuseum operationS. The

nmuseum was opened in 1977 under the State Historical Society.
We had 10,000 visitors that year and we grew to 20,000. pggcause
of budget cuts in 1986, the Historical Society was forced to
cl ose the museunis operation. Thenin '87, the Neriwether Lew s
Foundation was formed and took over operation and attendance g
on the rise again, totaling 11,397 in 1988. Ten thousand
visitors to this nuseumhas a direct and indirect impact of
bringing in $350,000per year. | would ask the passage of this
resolution to okay the sale of the dredge to the nonprofit
Neriwether Lewi s Society so we can hel ppronote the grow ng
tourist industry in southeast Nebraska. Thank you.

PRESI DENT: You have heard the explanation of the resolution.
All those in favor vote aye,opposed nay. Reord, Nr. Clerk,
please.

ASSISTANTCLERK: _26 ayes, 0 nays on the adoption of the
resolution, Nr. President.

PRESI DENT: The resolution is adopted. Nay | introduce a
guest, please, of Senator Dennis Byars. Underthe north balcony
he has a student from Southeast Community Col | ege, Judy Dodge,

who will be observing Senator Byars this norning. Judy, where
are you'? Ch, she is up in the north bal cony. Excuse me. Vi
suggest you watch himclosely. ¢ have been watching himup to
now. Nr. Speaker, you have an announcement. ust a _moment
t hough. Coul d we pl ease have your att~ntion f]or t he Speaker,

please.
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